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would follow; the time was ripe, he thought, for bringing
England into closer relations with the Franco-Russian
alliance, by associating her with both members of it.
As for the Tsar, though, under the hectoring eloquence of
William, he had pronounced the King to be a mischief-
maker and an arch-intriguer, the humiliating fiasco of the
Bjorko Treaty had disillusioned him about the All-Highest
and his silly schemes for a world combination to encircle
England. They had all turned out to be rubbish, and in
his mild, inconclusive way he would be glad to see the
King again. But the King was against it, for he intended
to meet William on his way to Marienbad for his cure
in August, in order to resume personal relations again,
and there would be little promise of cordiality if he came
red-handed, so to speak, from conversations with the
Tsar. So the Russian visit was postponed, and the meeting
with his nephew was arranged to take place at Fried-
richshof, the palace built by the Empress Frederick for her
widowhood and now lived in by her youngest daughter,
Princess Margaret, wife of Prince Frederick Charles of
Hesse. The German Empress disapproved; her inveterate
spite against the King, which certainly influenced the
relations between him and her husband, spurted out, and
she told Billow that the King ought to come and see
William at Berlin or, at any rate, at one of his own castles.
' Why can't the fat old gentleman manage to get as far
as Wilhelmshohe ? ' But Friedrichshof was settled, and
by carefully avoiding all dangerous topics they got on very
harmoniously. They saw the ruins of a Roman fort at
Saarburg, and they talked of the status of the Archduke
Francis Ferdinand's morganatic wife, and how nice it
would be if English Ministers paid visits to Berlin. This
was a sore subject with the Emperor: not a single English